The hard finishing of cotton fabric was carried out by applying photocrosslinkable poly (vinyl alcohol) (PVA-SbQ) with styrylpyridinium quaternary side groups as a photosensitive chro mophore. The sizing with PVA-SbQ made the fabric much stiffer than with ordinary PVA and that this
hard finishing was quite durable against washing with warm water. The durable stiffness was considered to be due to the poor solubility of irradiated PVA-SbQ tightly coated on the fabric surface. It was con firmed from the scanning electron microscopic observation that the surface and inter-surface of the fibers were coated with PVA-SbQ polymer.
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